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Pipa Pycznski, 5, puts away her trash-
free lunch at Charles Helmers
Elementary School in Valencia on
Friday, Feb. 9, 2018. Schools were
encouraged to bring lunches that
eliminate trash as part of a
competition. Nikolas SamuelsThe
Signal
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Saugus schools succeed in Trash Free Lunch Challenge
 March 26, 2018, 3:34 pm  0 Comments  Christina Cox

Two Saugus Union School District schools, Charles Helmers Elementary and Skyblue Mesa Elementary, received
recognition for their participation and performance in the Grades of Green seventh annual Trash Free Lunch Challenge.

Charles Helmers was selected as one of three elementary school �nalists for the challenge and Skyblue Mesa received
the “Community Activists” special award.

During the Trash Free Lunch Challenge, participating schools compete against each other to see which one could
reduce the most lunchtime waste.

Student leaders also spend the school year educating others about waste reduction and encouraging their peers to
bring reusable lunch containers to school and to use lunchtime sorting stations for donation, compost, liquids, waste
and recyclables.

Grades of Green also provides each school with a personalized advisor, leadership training webinars for student
leaders, an educational assembly, an eco-starter kit and a customized waste-reduction plan.

In total this year, the 20 participating schools in the greater Los Angeles area diverted 463 tons of waste, or 46,300 bags
of trash, from local land�lls and educated more than 13,000 students on waste reduction.

“We are so impressed with the student leadership at our Trash Free Lunch Challenge schools,” said Allie Bussjaeger,
Grades of Green’s director of regional programs. “These students have gone above and beyond to inspire their campus
communities to reduce waste. From delivering classroom presentations, to hosting grade level competitions, to making
educational videos, these students are making waste reduction easy and fun.”

As one of three elementary school �nalists, Charles Helmers will have a chance to receive a $1,000 education grant to
continue its environmental programs.

At the end this month, environmental experts from the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, the Los Angeles
County Chief Sustainability O�ce, Northrop Grumman Corp., Algalita Marine Research and Education, the Surfrider
Foundation’s South Bay Chapter and others will sit on the Trash Free Lunch Challenge judges’ panel.

These judges will visit each �nalist school, including Charles Helmers, to discuss their sustainability plans and select a
winner.
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The 2018 winning schools in the elementary school division and middle school division are expected to be chosen in
the beginning of April.

ccox@signalscv.com 
661-287-5575 
On Twitter as @_ChristinaCox_

About the author

Christina Cox
Christina Cox is a multimedia journalist covering education, community and breaking news in
the Santa Clarita Valley. She joined The Signal as a staff writer in August 2016.

Trending Now Ads by Adblade

     

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssN_lRqLsuMa61F7DghFlZ_q4xE18XinuGtZqa3u89xDAmo0UD6Fj6gtCLQVFuJZrRXQ69AH3JBnJFcFkjhO-pGzsmrMz3phIkgDgfL6oCd3iV12af6NpBOskf302ioG_qm-EaS2MoETL70H_rTVEqHSsmQqapE4WIuZ9DP0KzyKp5iNm9JVbpNfTjaqsnFbaY4RXSrO6YTLObMByC-lzXA5FkvK_I-s7qgpCoQc78bPIuVSjwBdHT1ep6aTAmue1-XbxWeHfr7zHXvGFwl6iKxOWVYDVjzVKyR44p4y1MK8DlXIhx7T8J8r2MmNTnmV7NuZMjOvPcPrpnaYFNN0u8y14JNQcNjS27G2mpxwPDX-kIlCGU7YDTM29Eatm4i6RAJTRPE2uXskn2Ak50jjtQTow1Ra2Wr6fX8_bS4jPh-70MY2ow6P3zraILXHjWRHm_i8Bq0AeoDDG1k1OzMJXXfDcwrLJijyDdGnZK7UuWsGsOIeXLkR22_vcDeZQs07jkpZAVOIx8WlfIIMUSs58xZUUTcjLx5DETCHHlkFNZhJEDSc7uREunueEY8RX0G2rTjl4SL1v4xnd7waGfZbV-Xx-9LE2_tLqO5bDLwWCbOj7wZSk8w0sHkxdeLXdF5eLUVX2Q2xrTKiiXjvvhN4JFtXErbi9uxBjme6JY3Npefj6L_ReaVgTpJf8MpgLfsc6AjQ-94KUeMAr3aJxs3yx0GW6uwajOiQ644TKgZ8uW60DYfEj5DSZVBaZyXIfD1kSjFEOs8tNqutIfgeEKo-CTkMQbh_YXChHMCP_4u1BLUJ3BBhfaiGFxGKQGdiw&sai=AMfl-YSBxqQKMUyebcGGciXSAhHxTbxadtnEuvNgsht0-kDRSHGvu68gjbH5PmppYiGuplCyJDVCQ6BayDJ1sxT-FiBfne4tRpSk2fNHM7Ju6KlzX4m1zggxmewv6t8iizEUAlKz&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH8Q32hL-KN2&urlfix=1&adurl=https://support.worldwildlife.org/site/Donation2%3Fdf_id%3D13312%2613312.donation%3Dform1%26set.DonationLevel%3D19410%26s_src%3DAWE1702GD6M1%26s_subsrc%3D2018_ad_Dis_Dou_One%26utm_campaign%3Dfy18mr%26utm_source%3DDoubleClick%26utm_medium%3DDisplay
https://www.adblade.com/
https://signalscv.com/2018/03/uc-president-wants-offer-guaranteed-admission-qualified-community-college-students/
https://signalscv.com/2018/03/magic-mountain-debuts-drop-doom-vr-experience/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

