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“ThIs exPerIenCe hAs hAd An IndeLIBLe IMPACT 

On dAvId ThAT wILL ChAnGe The wAy he MOves 

ThrOuGh hIs AduLT yeArs. ThAnk yOu frOM The 

BOTTOM Of My heArT, fOr ALL The heLP And 

enCOurAGeMenT yOu hAve GIven hIM!”

—Parent of Youth Corps Student
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LeTTer frOM The ChAIr
There’s little dispute that environmental protection is more important today than ever. We face record-setting temperatures, rising sea levels, 

warmer oceans, extreme weather. At Grades of Green we offer a chance to change this course: We empower youth with the knowledge, skills, and tools 

they need to protect our planet. We won’t settle for leaving the next generation unprepared or unarmed. It’s simple for us; make environmental 

protection second nature for our children now, and let that lead to a generation of adults who care enough to stabilize our planet and ensure it supports 

us all.

In our last fiscal year ended June 2017, we experienced rapid growth and plan for more of the same in the coming year. Our net revenue jumped 

significantly while we worked with more schools and students than ever before. We’ve now reached over 400,000 students in 550+ schools in 43 states 

and 17 countries since 2010. We aim to keep growing!

We opened an office in New York City and began working remotely with environmentally passionate youth from Costa Rica, Morocco, China and 

other nations while expanding into schools all across the US.  What did we do? We gave students and their teachers or parents one-on-one guidance on 

how to green their schools and communities, how to do things like recycle, compost, reduce water consumption, or save energy. These activities raised 

their awareness and instilled environmental values. We also connected students from around the world to one another, where they discovered their 

mutual passion for the environment. They were emboldened knowing that each other’s small individual actions together could make a difference.  

On our home turf of Los Angeles, our Youth Corps Eco-Leaders gained skills conducting their own Grades of Green activities. Inside you’ll 

see the collective impact they had. This year, we’ll add a group eco-activity to further the students’ environmental reach and help teach them how to 

make change. We are very proud of our young eco leaders. One of our first program graduates is now studying earth systems and sustainable food and 

agriculture at Stanford. Our Trash Free Lunch Challenge schools in Los Angeles achieved huge lunchtime waste reductions with student-led Grades of 

Green teams. Each dollar invested in the Challenge resulted in 8.8 pounds of waste being diverted from landfills this year.   

None of this would be possible, of course, without our donors and sponsors. We have one planet and there are no second chances. Thank you 

for believing in the power of youth. This year ends my term at the helm of our board. Join me in welcoming Debra Hockemeyer as chair. With her proven 

leadership, Grades of Green is in good hands.

Debra Hockemeyer, Incoming Board Chair, Grades of GreenChris Gebhardt, Former Board Chair, Grades of Green
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yOur dOLLArs Turn IMAGInATIOn InTO ACTIOn And resuLTs.
We take pride in running a lean, efficient and effective organization that engages hundreds of thousands of students who 

learn and live sustainably every day. The results are direct and measurable: Hundreds of thousands of bags of trash, thousands 

of pairs of used shoes, tens of tons of textiles, clothes and e-waste (used electronics) all diverted from landfills and either 

reused or recycled in ecologically friendly ways. Even more important, Grades of Green’s school and student involvement 

grew by more than 30%. And the return on investment keeps growing—the more students our programs reach, the larger the 

movement.

fInAnCIALs
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INTERACTIVE WEBSITE  
(WHERE IT ALL STARTS)

  40+ fun, hands-on green activities that are easy to 
start immediately

  Free to any school, anywhere—all you have to do is 
register online

Used by students, teachers and parent volunteers

One-on-one Advisors for each school 

  Downloadable step-by-step instructions plus photos, 
videos & artwork for each activity

Easy to track environmental progress

A MOdeL fOr susTAInABLe suCCess
Too often environmental education is a “one and done” experience. An in-class discussion about the importance of green 

issues and activities takes place (the “why”) and then the school and kids go back to the way things were.

Making environmental protection second nature requires connecting the “why” with the “how”; teaching students sustainable 

habits they will carry for a lifetime by taking tangible action outside the classroom. 

We’ve discovered the best way to ensure long-term success is to offer education, programs and activities that are fun, easy to 

launch, easy to replicate and easy to share with family and friends. And to augment them with robust resources, one-on-one 

support and coaching.
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STRATEGIC SUPPORT FOR THE WEBSITE PROGRAM

	   Provides a personal advisor at each school 
to coach/mentor students, faculty & parents  

	   Helps them sustain the Grades of Green 
Activities they have begun and incentivizes 
them to add more Green Activities and 
make them an integral part of the school 
going forward.  

	   Helps guide the school’s progress by 
providing personalized recommendations in 
terms of goals, campus culture and Grades of 
Green Activities they can do at their school to 
protect the environment. 

	   Reduces the workload on teachers and 
school staff and helps them roll out a 
school-wide program with successful and 
measurable results.
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“ThAnk yOu GrAdes Of Green fOr The exPerIenCe, 

ChALLenGe And TreMendOus suPPOrT. yOur 

weBsITe Is InsPIrInG And exTreMeLy heLPfuL! yOu 

MAde IT POssIBLe TO sTArT frOM sCrATCh And 

COMPeTe AGAInsT TwO OTher AMAzInG sChOOLs In 

The TrAsh free LunCh ChALLenGe! keeP uP yOur 

AMAzInG PAssIOn fOr Our PreCIOus eArTh!”

—Co-Chair at a Grades of Green School 
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yOuTh COrPs eCO-LeAdershIP PrOGrAM:
Every year, 60 students in the Grades of Green Youth Corps Eco-Leadership Program (Youth Corps) get a chance to go "deeper," 

effecting real change by implementing a yearlong Green Project in their school or community. Some even help create lasting 

policy changes in their schools and communities.

These 3rd through 12th grade students receive regular mentorship and leadership training from passionate Grades of Green staff 

and a supportive peer network of fellow Youth Corps students. Empowered as leaders from the beginning, they also recruit and 

engage fellow students in their projects; and often inspire their peers, educators, parents, and whole communities to care about 

the environment.

BY THE NUMBERS:  

THE NEXT GENERATION'S GREEN LEADERS ARE ALREADY AT WORK:

o 32,565 pounds of trash were diverted from landfills 

o 130 students were educated about the harms of pesticides

o 8,200 pairs of shoes were diverted from landfills 

o 113,978 gallons of water have been conserved 

o 82 students were educated about composting 

o 1,302,600 pounds of carbon have been offset

o 380 students were educated about native gardening 

o 178.2 hours of electricity have been saved

o 3,287 students were educated by Grades of Green Earth Tips 

o 962 students were educated about ocean pollution
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SAM, fReShMAn AT BOSTON COLLEGE

Sam collected 17,000 pairs of shoes in the 2016-2017 school year! 

Saving them from the landfill and donating them to Souls for Soles. 

Sam held countless collections over the LA area including at the 

Manhattan Beach Farmer’s Market, American Martyrs school 5K run, 

the Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair, and school campuses. Last 

year was Sam’s sixth year in the Youth Corps Eco-Leadership 

Program. 
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JOhAnnA, 8Th gRADe 

Johanna is in 8th grade at Lincoln Middle School 

in Santa Monica, California. This is Johanna’s 

fourth year on the Youth Corps and she enjoys 

being someone who helps take care of the planet 

and all the living things. Johanna is a member 

of her school’s Student Council and is a leader 

on campus. In her free time, she likes to play 

volleyball, basketball, piano, and doing musical 

theatre. She is also involved in her community as 

a beach captain and a speaker for Heal the Bay.

She researched the California school districts 

that offer students a “Meatless Monday” option 

as part of the district nutrition plan.  She used all 

this information to lobby the superintendent of 

the Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District 

(SMMUSD) to officially embrace “Meatless 

Mondays” as district policy.  She spoke on this 

topic before the School Board at May 18th board 

meeting. Johanna was also a featured author in 

Los Angeles County 3rd District Supervisor Sheila 

Kuehl’s newsletter, where she wrote about ocean 

pollution and its impact on the environment.
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MAXine AnD eLiSe, 6Th gRADe

Maxine and Elise started the 2016-2017 school year with a vision to create a drought-tolerant garden at their middle school. The 

garden would look beautiful, be a retreat for both both wildlife and people, and serve as an educational tool. The power team 

worked with their administration for approval and to select a location on campus for the garden. After months of fundraising, 

creating a plan, meeting with district maintenance members to get the garden up and running, and researching the best plants 

to include  in their garden, the M.E. Garden was born! The M.E. Garden stands for mindfulness and education. The garden 

complimented the science teacher’s curriculum, and includes a variety of drought resistant plants that serve as pollinators. 

Maxine and Elise followed the National Wildlife guidelines on creating a drought-tolerant garden and received a National 

Wildlife Certification for the garden!
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sChOOLs PrOGrAMs: 
The impact of inspired and empowered individuals to effect environmental change is magnified exponentially when we all join 

together—change becomes lasting, and eventually we reach a "tipping point" where continued progress and expansion across 

the globe becomes inevitable.

It starts with involving the entire school in fun activities, like Grades of Green’s Trash Free Lunch Challenge. When an activity is 

a school-wide success, it creates a ripple effect; the students become the teachers, and awareness and a desire for involvement 

spreads through the community faster.

That's because sustainability is contagious; the kids want to share their success and new-found inspiration with their parents, 

friends and neighbors. And they speak passionately at community gatherings and city council meetings.

As we've discovered, when kids talk, people listen. Openness to change is easier when the message comes from the next generation.

Eventually word spreads from community to community. That's how we quickly grew from just a handful of schools to over 550+ 

schools engaging almost half of a million students globally.

heLP us seCure A susTAInABLe fuTure. 
sTudenTs, TeAChers, And PArenTs— 
GO TO www.gRADeSOfgReen.ORg TO 
reGIsTer yOur sChOOL And jOIn The fun !
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BuILdInG susTAInABLe sOLuTIOns ACrOss The GLOBe
We’re on a mission to instill environmental values in students across the globe. We do this by providing every single Grades of 
Green school a personal advisor when they register at www.gradesofgreen.org. By providing personalized support to our schools 
near and far, we hope to make inspiring students to care for the environment easy, fun and rewarding for the entire school 
community! Grades of Green is currently active in 17 countries and counting. 

CLICK HERE to watch a video from Ninos Del Sol, a Grades of Green school in Costa Rica.
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“The GOAL Of The TrAsh free LunCh ChALLenGe Is 

TO nOT OnLy reduCe wAsTe, BuT ALsO TO TeACh 

kIds hOw TO reuse, reCyCLe And COMPOsT. we 

hOPe They’LL deveLOP And keeP These hABITs fOr 

A LIfeTIMe.”

—Sanitation Districts’ Chief Engineer and General Manager
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TrAsh free LunCh ChALLenGe:
One of our most popular school-wide activities is the Trash Free Lunch Challenge, a year-long competition where schools 

challenge each other to see which school can reduce the most lunchtime waste. Through fun, educational assemblies, 

personalized eco-starter kits, waste reduction plans, and coaching from Grades of Green staff, our goal is to create an 

environment where every school is a winner. Participating schools ask students to reduce trash by bringing reusable 

lunch containers, water bottles and cloth napkins. And the kids are taught how to use lunchtime sorting stations—for 

recyclables, compost, liquids and landfill waste—forming habits that will protect the environment for years to come.

THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO MAKE 
THE CHANGES PERMANENT. 

At the end of the school year, 
participating schools are evaluated on 
how well they are able to:

  Create and implement a trash free 
lunch program that maximizes 
the diversion of trash bags from 
landfills each day;

  Educate and inspire the most 
students/adults within their school 
community;

  Ensure the sustainability of the 
program for years to come.

LESS TRASH—MORE STUDENTS, 
FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES LIVING 
SUSTAINABLY

  Participating schools have 
decreased lunchtime trash by an 
average of 70%, with the winning 
schools diverting over 92%;

  74,000 students have learned 
how to reduce lunchtime waste, 
sustainable habits that will last a 
lifetime and are often implemented 
at home with their families;

  2300 tons of trash has been 
diverted from landfills;

  Trash Free Lunch schools become 
models of sustainability for their 
communities.
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For more information on Grades of Green visit: www.gradesofgreen.org © 2010 Grades of Green, Inc. 

 “Grades of Green inspires students, 
who in turn inspire their families, 

who then inspire their communities.”

fAmIlIES

STudENTS commuNITIES

Our rIPPLe effeCT
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ThAnk yOu TO Our  
COrPOrATe dOnOrs!
S. Mark Taper 
Foundation

City of Santa Monica 

Subaru Pacific 

LUSH

Northrup Grumman

Los Angeles County 
Sanitation Districts

LAcarGuy

Arconic Foundation

John Paul Mitchell 
Systems

LA Kings Care 
Foundation

LA County Board of 
Supervisors Districts 3 
& 4

Metropolitan Water 
District

Murad Family 
Foundation

SoCalGas

Carton Council

Earth Friendly Products 

KAA Design

Girardi and Keese 

Compass Accounting 

Morgan, Lewis & 
Bockius

Hirsch Wallerstein 
Hayum Matlof & 
Fishman LLP

MBS Media Campus 

Waste Management

City of Manhattan 
Beach

Manhattan Beach 
Downtown Business 
Association

Grand View PTA 

Johnson Ohana

Southern California 
Edison

U Konserve Landsberg 

Foundation

Vanderbilt Family 
Foundation

CBRE Group

Duggan and Associates 
Inc. 

Hotchkis Foundation

Rognlien Family Fund

ChrIsTOPher GeBhArdT
CEO, Stir Strategy and Story, LLC

Chair of the Board, 2016-2017
Grades of Green
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And A sPeCIAL ThAnk yOu TO  
Our IndIvIduAL dOnOrs!
David Aboodi

Diane & Peter Adams

Sally Adler

Danny Alameida

Elizabeth Allen

Abtin Amir

Robert & Susan Antrobius

Melinda Arentsen

Avery Barth

Eliot Beal

Ursula Beatt

Mark Bell

Nicholas Bender

Max Berger

Denise Berger

Bert & Bob Bissel

Lisa Block

Kim Brennan

Russ Burger

Mary Burke

Steven Bussjaeger

Gary Bussjaeger

Denise Bussjaeger

Beth Califano

Christine Carreon

Leslie & Scott Chalmers

David Chang

Chrissie Clay

Kevin Cleary

Portia & Andy Cohen

Soren Cooper

Lisa & Stuart Coppedge

Sarah  Corcoran

Jocelyn Cortese

Tricia & Jake Courtney

Sheri Crandall

Dana Crowe

Gina Cruz

Candy Currie

Katie Currie

Steven Davis

Elias Davis

Heather De Roos

Ranae DeSantis

Lisa Deseran

Carlos Diaz

Duquesne & Chris Dimauro

Janine Dodson

Liz Donahue

Elisa Dulai

William Eggers

Tracy Egoscue

Gabrielle Eichstaedt

Mason Farmani

Kelly Filipan

Jennifer Floto

Elizabeth Fong

Michelle Fouty

Aliyah Jana Fragen

Marieta Francis

Mario Franqui

Barbara Franqui

Andree Friedman

Cynthia Fritz

Ann Frohoff

Robert Gage

Teresa Gannon

Judy Gassner

Celeste & Christopher Gebhardt

Molly Gee

Emily Gee

Lizette & Mark Gold

Carl Goldsmith

Hadar Goldstein

Alison Gooding

Cathey Graves

Caren Greenhouse

Chrstine Gregory

Michael Grucky

Clare Gurbach

Amir Haghani

Glen & Jill Hansen

Lisa Hanson

Dave Harden

Seth Harris

Nicole Hirshberg

Debra Hockemeyer

Lynne Hook

Jenna Hoover

Yvonne Hopkins

Ellen and Mark Hotchkis

David Hughes
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Samid Hussein

Dan Inskeep

Patricia Jamgotchian

Mimi Kalland

Jordan Kaplan

Jo Karambelas

Jamie Katz

Janet Keifel

Erin Keller

Shaya & Grant Kirkpatrick

Gary Kirkpatrick

Robert Kirkpatrick

Kimberly Kluth

Suzanne & Hugh Kretschmer

Lisa Langer

Janet Laver

Suzanne Lerner

Carey Lesser

Jeanne Lewand

Bill Lewand

Caroline LH

Pauline Lin

Brad Loose

Michael Lowe

Monica Lucenti

Tim Mach

Kent Mader

Kathleen Maier

Marilyn Maier

Hava & Jason Manasse

Kim & Steve Martin

Justin Massey

John Matthew

Michael Matthews

Frances McCabe

Mary McClure

Suzanne & Robert McDaniel

Deborah McGinnis

Eve Memmo

Anicia Mendez

Kelly Meyer

Megan Michel

Mike Millea

Syed Mohammad

Sanjay Mohan

Morri Mohr

Jeff Moore

Kelly Mothner

Dan Neri

Jeff Neu

Lynn O’Connell

Yoshiko Okamoto

Cynthia O’Rourke

Camela Bell Ott

Michelle Oviedo

Stephen Page

Daren & Lyneigh Palacios 

Vivian Panou

Rhonda Parks

Byron Pearce

Christina Pena

Dan Perrie

Brett & Janice Pierce 

Lisa Piper

Andrea Polizzi-Seivert 

Steve Puente

Lynn Range

John Ribisi

Lora Ricca

Sharon Rich

Michelle Robson

Dale Rodberg

Linda Rosen

Ellen Rosenberg

Nazir S

Jennifer Sear

Ashwani & Swarn Seth 

Cory Siefker

Rupam Soni

Steven Spierer Christina 

Steck

Charlie Steinmetz

Amy Stone

Colleen Stroyke 

Christine Suh

Leslie Tamminen

Leslie Tanquary

Nina Tarnay

LanAhn Tarnay

Richie Tatum

Douglass Thamm

Marc Theodore

Aubrey Thomason 

Matthew Turk

Ida VanderPoorte

Tracy Verna

Kelly Viklund

Susan Walker

Julie & Robert Waller Lily 

Wang

Susan & Chris Warshaw 

Cami Wedbush

Lisa Wehrly

Andy & Michelle Weir 

Erika White

Annmarie Whitney

Lisa Williams

Jeff Wilson

Chris Wood

Karen & Mark Wooldridge 

Sumei Yee

Kevin  McCarthy
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info@gradesofgreen.org




