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Youth Corps Orientation Day, Quarterly Meetings and 
Celebration Summary 

The Youth Corps students participate in five meetings during the school year. These 
meetings instill leadership and environmental values in each student. During these 

meetings, Grades of Green Advisors give advice and fellow students help each other 
to implement a successful Grades of Green Project. The Final Celebration highlights 

each student’s individual success and the achievements of the Youth Corps as a 
whole. Grades of Green is inspired by what these students accomplish with 

environmental guidance and support, and has faith they will be the environmental 
leaders of the future.  

 

Orientation Day, September 2014- The Youth Corps students met each other 
for the first time at Orientation Day. They received their Grades of Green t-shirts, 
handbook, and recycled pencil and were ready to learn about how to care for the 
environment! The day included parent and student presentations about what to 
expect throughout the program. Students then bonded during the leadership 
training, fun games, group activities, mindfulness session, a session on how to pick 
their Green Projects, and a delicious, healthy lunch. Students left with ideas and 
inspirations on how to care for the environment.   

 

Autumn Meeting, November 2014- The Youth Corps students met at the Murad 
headquarters in El Segundo, CA. The day included an all-inclusive workshop on 
speaking in public and how to host a Grades of Green booth at fairs. Students got to 
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play Grades of Green outreach games so that they could lead these games at 
outreach booths.  After a delicious lunch, students then separated into elementary, 

middle and high school groups to discuss their Grades of Green Projects. The day 
ended with program highlights, updates, and a raffle to win an eco-friendly prize! 

Winter Meeting, January, 2015- The Youth Corps students met at Murad 
Headquarters, where they participated in a storytelling workshop, which included 
guidance on how to create a great poster, an elevator pitch and take a great photo! 
After a delectable lunch, they split into age groups to discuss and receive feedback 
and support from peers and staff about their Grades of Green Projects. The day 
ended with a special celebration highlighting their Second Place Youth Service 
Award from Keep America Beautiful!  

 

 

 

 

Spring Meeting, March, 2015- The Youth Corps Students met at Murad 
Headquarters in March for their Spring Meeting. They received a hands-on green 
cleaning lesson from Grades of Green in partnership with Earth Friendly Products, 
where they learned the dangers of toxins in cleaning supplies and even got to make 
their own non-toxic cleaning product! The elementary students also got creative and 
made fun games out of recycled materials. After lunch, students again split into age 
groups and discussed the progress of their Green Projects and received guidance 
and feedback from their peers and Grades of Green staff. At the end of the meeting, 
all students headed outside to learn how to play the fun recycled games created by 
the elementary school students! The games were so creative, we brought them to 
Grades of Green outreach events to share with various communities! p 
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Final Celebration Day, May 2015- The Youth Corps students, along with family, 
friends, community members and press, came out to celebrate each other’s Grades 
of Green Project accomplishments! Each student practiced everything they learned 
in the workshops, including public speaking, storytelling, leadership, and how to 
present.  The day was filled with inspirational speeches and presentations as well as a 
healthy lunch, a photo booth, games, surveys, Certificates of Recognition from 
Grades of Green, Assemblymember David Hadley, and Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Don Knabe, and cookies and prizes. We truly believe that our vision of 
making environmental protection second-nature in young minds is becoming fulfilled 
in these students!  

Some comments we received from parents regarding the benefits these students 
received from the Youth Corps program included: improved confidence, maturing, a 
deeper awareness of environmental issues, self-reliance, deeper focus on longer 
range goals, leadership skills, public relations skills, awareness about their 
surroundings, a deeper appreciation of the environment, commitment and execution, 
increased communication and analytical skills, self-worth, real-world experience, 
independent initiative, and encouragement to look beyond themselves and think 
about our community and environment.  
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Youth Corps Highlights 

Antonio, freshman at Long Beach Polytechnic High 
School, presented in front of the Air Quality Management 
District to try to implement a No Idle Zone Law around 
schools. You can read the full story here. 

 

Rylee, fourth grader at Madison Elementary School in 
Redondo Beach, hosted a school and community-wide 
Green Festival with many of the Grades of Green 
website activities, including an environmental pledge 
sign. For all her hard work, she was featured in 
Grades of Green’s April Green Spark, which 
you can view here. 

 

Allie and Olivia, ninth graders at Chadwick in Palos 
Verdes, educated 60 students at Richstone Community 
Center on how to recycle and compost over the course of 
the school year. They also worked with the City of 
Hawthorne to provide Richstone with a composter and 
recycling carts so they had all the tools to be successful, 

all of which has led to over 1,000 pounds of trash being diverted from entering into a 
landfill. Read the full story here.   

Kirsten, a fourth grader at Lou Dantzler in Los Angeles, held an 
Earth Day Fair at her school with over 1000 participants. The LA 
Sanitation District as well as the local Fire Station was there to 
educate and support the students. Each student that participated 
received a slightly used book and slightly used stuffed animal. 
They also collected 1,200 pounds of clothes to donate to a 
shelter. To read more about Kirsten’s Earth Day Fair, click 
here. 

Isaiah, an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
hosted a day to teach about the blue bird! The community got 
together and painted birdhouses to hang around campus and 
plant native habitat for the bluebird. Read everything Isaiah 
accomplished here. 
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Youth Corps Final Results Metrics  

The Youth Corps students generated very impressive statistics through 
their Grades of Green Projects.  

Because of the efforts of the 2014-2015 Youth Corps:  
 

o A total of 3,500 shoes were diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 3 green teams were created  

o A total of 45 students were taught about green cleaning  

o A total of 10,000 pounds of e-waste were diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 1,200 pounds of clothing and textiles were diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 61,000 pounds of trash was diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 100 native trees were planted 

o A total of 60,000 gallons of water were conserved 

o A total of 20,000 sheets of paper were saved 

o 16.5 pounds of carbon were offset 

 
Because of the Youth Corps, since 2011: 

o A total of 6,800 shoes were diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 14 green teams were created  

o A total of 665 students were taught about green cleaning  

o A total of 48,600 pounds of e-waste was diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 15,200 pounds of clothing and textiles was diverted from a landfill  

o A total of 198,500 pounds of trash was diverted from a landfill  
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Student Summaries 
 

Below is a list of the 2014-2015 Youth Corps students, including their biographies, 
Grades of Green Project results, and a photo.  

Aidan H. 

Aidan is a ninth grader at Long Beach Polytechnic High School in Long 
Beach, California. This is Aidan’s second year on the Youth Corps. Last 
year, Aidan inspired his school to use fewer water bottles by creating 
awareness through a plastic bottle art display and raising money to 
install a Hydration Station to refill reusable water bottles at his school. 
In his free time, Aidan enjoys cooking, water polo, and studying history. 
Aidan is a true environmental leader and wants to spread the word 
about environmental protection. Aidan is passionate about spreading 

his knowledge and helping other Youth Corps students by providing insight from his 
previous experiences. 

Grades of Green Project- This year, Aidan started to implement a recycling 
program along with a school garden at his school.  As he is in high school, he has 
learned that often times, ideas take much longer to come to fruition with more 
people involved. He plans to continue his Grades of Green Project in his school next 
year.  

Alex F. 

Alexandra is a sixth grader at Millikan Middle School in Sherman Oaks, 
California. This is her first year on the Youth Corps. Alex loves to play 
soccer, sing, dance, act, and play piano. She also enjoys reading new 
books because of the fun and cool adventures they take her on. For 
Alex, protecting the environment is important because if we don’t 
protect our environment, then things might go wrong. For example, 
animals could become extinct and we could be harmed by all 
the pollution.  

Grades of Green Project-Alex’s started Operation Birdhouse, where she brought 
her school community together and taught them about the local wildlife and 
specifically native birds. They then decorated birdhouses and placed them 
around her school campus.  
 
Allie K.  

Allie is a ninth grader at Chadwick School in Palos Verdes, California. 
Allie believes that you don’t see a lot of young people taking the time to 
think about ways they can improve their community’s attitude toward 
the earth and how little changes can affect it, and she wants to change 
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that. Allie is very involved in her community and is a part of the National Charity 
League. For fun, Allie enjoys art, tennis, piano, and babysitting.  

Grades of Green Project-Allie partnered with fellow Youth Corps student Olivia 
and taught students at a local nonprofit, Richstone Community Center, three 
separate lessons about recycling and composting, which inspired these students to 
care for the environment. They also started a composting program at the Community 
Center, which has diverted over 1,000 pounds of trash from entering into a landfill. 
The students continue to compost daily.   

Annemarie D. 

Annemarie is a ninth grader at Marlborough High School in Los 
Angeles, California. This is Annemarie’s third year on the Youth Corps. 
Protecting the environment is extremely important to Annemarie and 
she believes the Youth Corps is a great way to work on caring for the 
earth with like-minded peers. Plus, she thinks being on the Youth Corps 
is a ton of fun! Annemarie believes we need to keep the environment 
healthy and make sure it stays wonderful. Some of Annemarie’s many 
hobbies include reading, photography, playing piano, water polo, and, 

of course, caring for the earth.  

Grades of Green Project-Last year, Annemarie implemented a highly successful 
waste reduction program at her church, American Martyrs, including composting all 
food waste. This year, Annemarie continued this program, reducing the pancake 
breakfast trash to just a half of a bag! She also installed recycling containers 
throughout every building in the church. She educated the church community about 
the importance of caring for the environment and improved the sorting station 
signage so sorting waste properly is now easy and fun.  Her efforts led to over 
60,000 pounds of waste being diverted from a landfill.  

Antonio V. 

Antonio is a ninth grader at Long Beach Polytechnic High School. This 
is Antonio’s second year on the Youth Corps. When Antonio is not 
busy running cross-country, learning Japanese, and studying for 
geometry tests, he helps save the planet though Grades of Green’s No 
Idle Zone activity. Antonio believes we must take care of the 
environment so it will be healthy and we will have a clean place to live 
in the future. Antonio helps out at numerous outreach events and loves 
making a positive impact in his community.  

Green Project-Last year, Antonio took on Grades of Green’s No Idle Zone activity 
at his middle school. A State Assembly member caught wind of Antonio’s efforts and 
now No Idle Zones may be presented as California legislation, meaning six million 
students could be breathing cleaner air because of Antonio’s actions. Antonio 
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worked hard this year and plans to continue his No Idle Zone project by working with 
a State Assemblymember, the Coalition for Clean Air (one of Grades of Green’s 
partners), and state regulatory agencies, to see if he can make No Idle Zones a 
permanent law in California.  

Belah E.  

Belah is a sixth grader at Hermosa Valley School in Hermosa Beach, 
California. This is her first year on the Youth Corps. Belah is very 
involved in her community, volunteering for Friendship Circle, 
fundraising for the Ocean of Hope, and is a Girl Scout. She also loves to 
paddle board, swim, play soccer, and hike. Belah spends a lot of time in 
the oceans and wants to bring awareness to pollution in the ocean that 
comes from rivers and storm drains.  

Grades of Green Project-Belah worked with Australian non-profit Boomerang 
Bags to implement a “Borrow and Bring Back” bag program at local grocery stores in 
the South Bay. She set up a bin for shoppers to borrow a reusable bag. The 
availability of free, reusable bags reduces the need for single-use plastic bags and 
encourages the sustainable mentality.  

Bella R.  

Bella is a third grader at Robinson Elementary in Manhattan Beach, 
California. Bella loves living in California where we’re fortunate to have 
great weather all the time. She enjoys being outside and wants to make 
sure we don’t pollute the earth, oceans, or air so everyone can enjoy 
the outdoors too.  

Grades of Green Project-Bella plans on expanding her school’s 
garden. She thinks the garden is already great and hopes that with the 

help of her classmates, it can be even bigger and better. At the conclusion of the 
school year, Bella joined her school’s garden club and is in the process of developing 
new ways to make the garden more environmentally friendly, such as planting 
drought resistant plants. 
 
Braeden R.  

Braeden is a fifth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
He thinks it’s important to reduce our waste and banish litter from our 
schools and communities. Braeden knows that if we want to keep our 
planet healthy, we have to keep it clean and make sure that neither 
animals nor people are harmed by pollution. He hopes to set an 
example as a Youth Corps student and help his school go green! 

Grades of Green Project- Braeden researched plastic pollution in 
our oceans extensively, and educated people about the harms of plastic in oceans. 
He built a costume made from litter collected around the school so that other 
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students could see how even the smallest wrapper makes a difference. By displaying 
his litter monster costume in the school, students learned that every piece of trash 
adds up and can make a huge impact on the health of the planet. Braeden hopes this 
project will make everyone more aware of how important it is to go trash free. 
 
Caoilin T.  

Caoilin is a third grader at St. Paul the Apostle in Los Angeles, 
California. This is Caoilin’s second year on the Youth Corps. Caoilin has 
taken part in many green activities from helping recycle school supplies 
to organizing clothing drives. She thinks it’s important to protect the 
planet by practicing the three R’s. In her free time, Caoilin enjoys 
horseback riding, drawing, softball, and basketball. 

Grades of Green Project-This year, Caoilin created a presentation to 
give to students at her school in order to educate them on the benefits of reducing 
waste and taking care of the environment. She spoke to all of the classrooms and 
students ranging in grades kindergarten to eighth in her school about how they can 
reduce, reuse and recycle to help the environment. Collectively, Caoilin spoke to over 
500 students! 

Danett M. 

Danett is a sixth grader at Parras Middle School in Redondo Beach, 
California. This is her first year on the Youth Corps. Danett enjoys 
gardening, taking care of her pets, and reading about the environment. 
She has volunteered to clean the Madrona Marsh and participated in 
beach cleanups. Danett believes that if we can get more people to 
understand how we impact the environment, we can all become more 
respectful and appreciate our natural resources.  

Grades of Green Project-Danett worked with her school to plant drought tolerant 
plants around her campus. She helped save water and beautify her campus, while 
educating her peers about the draught and native plants.  

Daniel V. 

Daniel is a freshman at Harvard Westlake High School in Studio City, 
California. Last year, Daniel led his Green Team at his middle school in 
the Trash Free Lunch Challenge. He believes that protecting the 
environment is crucial because in Los Angeles we are breathing air 
pollution constantly. He would love to reduce the waste we make to 
create cleaner air. Daniel is proactive about the environment and 
believes that if we do not protect our planet now, it will be even 
harder to protect in the future. In his free time, Daniel loves reading 

novels, hanging out with his cousins and friends, playing JV football, and showing his 
family how to be greener.  
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Grades of Green Project- Daniel began a recycling program at his church. He 
wants to spread awareness and knowledge in his community to create environmental 
change in each family’s home so they can learn how to live a more environmentally 
sustainable way of life. He hopes this recycling program will spark positive 
environmental change in his low-income community.   
 
Eliza P. 

Eliza is a fourth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
Eliza believes we can make our world more beautiful by keeping it clean 
and helping it flourish. She wants everyone to care as much as she does 
about reducing pollution on our beaches and in our neighborhoods. For 
fun, Eliza enjoys reading fantasy books, crafting, collecting key chains, 
and watching documentaries about science. 

Grades of Green Project- Eliza is in the process of starting an Earth 
Club at her school so that everyone who wants to be a green leader like her has that 
chance. She mobilized her school’s Green Team to implement a school garden and 
composting program, and plans to expand the garden next school year. Eliza also 
plans to organize a beach clean-up with her Green Team next year. 

Emma P. 

Emma is a fourth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
She enjoys being outdoors and wants to keep it as clean as possible - 
from the air to the seas to the earth. Emma hopes that everyone will 
lend a hand and help nature in Los Angeles flourish. Emma loves to ride 
roller coasters, practicing the violin and piano, and being outdoors 
whenever possible.  

Grades of Green Project-Emma partnered with other Youth Corps 
members at her school to start a school garden. She used the soil from the compost 
bins at her school to enrich her school’s garden. Emma hopes that everyone in the 
school will enjoy having a community garden where they can learn how to take care 
of plants and use their compost. 

Gerard L. 

Gerard is an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
California. This is his first year on the Youth Corps. Gerard joined the 
Youth Corps to become an environmental leader. In Gerard’s free time, 
he enjoys playing video games and using electronic devices to enhance 
his knowledge. Gerard believes protecting the environment is important 
because it is our planet. 

Grades of Green Project- Gerard focused on promoting students to bring trash 
free lunches. His project was to build awareness of the environmental and economic 
benefits of packing a trash-free lunch, to reward students who pack a trash-free 
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lunch, and provide incentives to more students to pack a trash-free lunch, and to 
open a student store where “green actions” earn students points for school supplies, 
spirit items, and reusable lunch materials. 

Grace C. 

Grace is an eighth grader at St. Matthew’s Parish School in Pacific 
Palisades, California who acted as the middle school Secretary on the 
Youth Corps this year. Grace is a returning Youth Corps student who 
started a student Green Team at her school. Grace has also hosted 
two e-waste drives in the past, which raised money to install solar 
panels at her school. Grace won the White House Champions of 
Change Award in 2011 for her environmental work with Grades of 

Green and was invited to meet President Obama at the White House to receive the 
award. Grace is involved with the Global Aids Interfaith Alliance and Westside Food 
Bank. Grace believes we need to protect the environment because we only have one 
earth and we need to take care of it. She has hope that every individual can make a 
positive impact through our actions.  

Grades of Green Project- This year, Grace partnered with Palisades Cares to work 
on a plastic water bottle reduction project. Additionally, she put up two No Idle Zone 
banners at her school’s pick up and drop off locations and posted Grades of 
Green Earth Tips around her campus. Grace was also asked to create the curriculum 
for the 5th grade Service Learning Project at her school and decided to create a 
project that focused on water conservation, using Grades of Green materials. 

Grace S. 

Grace is a third grader at Los Cerritos Elementary School in Long 
Beach, California. Grace wants to keep the planet from being polluted 
both on land and in the oceans. She thinks it’s important for everyone 
to care about keeping our diverse eco-systems healthy! Grace is also a 
Girl Scout and enjoys exploring nature.  

Grades of Green Project-Grace participated in a beach clean-up in 
her hometown, Long Beach, to keep our beaches and oceans clean. 

Grace encouraged her peers and friends to join her at the beach clean-up, and 
educated people on how important it is to keep the earth litter free! 

Hanna Y. 

Hanna is an eleventh grader at Bishop Montgomery High School in 
Torrance, California. This is Hanna’s second year on the Youth Corps. 
Hanna yearns to simply keep the earth clean. Her favorite quote is, 
“When you leave somewhere, leave it how it was or even better if 
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possible.” Hanna is active in her Girl Scout program, she runs track, and in her free 
time she loves going to Disneyland with her friends. 

Grades of Green Project-This year, Hanna, along with fellow Youth Corps student 
Sarah, successfully banned Styrofoam lunch trays in their school. They created a 
slideshow with details about the negative effects of Styrofoam and presented this to 
the principal and facilities director. They saved over 5,700 pieces of Styrofoam from 
entering the landfill! Their entire high school is now on board and plans to have a 
large Earth Day celebration in 2016.   

Isabella B.  

Isabella is a sixth grader at Hermosa Valley School in Hermosa Beach, 
California. Isabella is a returning Youth Corps student who created a 
bird watching program last year. Isabella loves to volunteer at Heal the 
Bay’s Santa Monica Pier Aquarium, where she helps clean animal tanks, 
feed the animals, and educate the visitors about the animals. She also 
loves to bird watch, SCUBA dive, and bike ride. Isabella is a part of the 
Youth Corps because she wants to contribute to our world in a 

positive way and educate her friends and family on how they can help too. 

Grades of Green Project-Isabella worked with fellow Youth Corps student, Max, 
to raise money to plant 100 trees in their community. She also created a thorough 
presentation about native trees and presented it to over 180 students. Isabella and 
Max reached their fundraising goal and, with the help of their 6th grade classmates, 
have planted 28 of the 100 trees thus far. 

Isaiah W. 

Isaiah is an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
California. This is his first year on the Youth Corps. Isaiah is very active 
in his community, having participated in beach clean-ups, book drives, 
canned food drives, bird watching days, and plant sales. He loves 
helping out his school and his Green Team because giving back makes 
him feel good. Isaiah wants to protect the environment to get the 
planet back to the way it used to be. He believes our society has been 

wasteful and does not care about what is happening to the world. Isaiah wants to 
raise awareness about pressing environmental issues and help make the world better 
because he believes it only takes one person to make a change. He wants to stop 
harmful causes such as global warming, climate change, pollution, and 
habitat destruction.  

Grades of Green Project-Isaiah worked on a bird project this year, focusing on 
the Western Bluebird. Isaiah organized a work day at his school where 75 people 
helped build and paint 8 bluebird nesting boxes and plant native plants including 
flax, milkweed, orange tree, and succulents. Additionally, they spread two semi-
trucks of mulch on the new plants and made a fun succulent garden for the school. 
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Jane F. 

Jane is a tenth grader at Mira Costa High School in Manhattan Beach, 
California. This is Jane’s third year on the Youth Corps. Jane loves 
teaching about nature and is also a phenomenal musician. She 
volunteers at a nature center over the summer and teaches children 
about the outdoors, animals, and respecting the environment. Jane 
wants the next generation to be aware of the consequences of abusing 
resources in order to live in a healthy world. 

Grades of Green Project- Jane was essential in giving an environmental 
presentation to an audience of South Bay residents educating them on the benefits 
of reducing, reusing, and recycling, while also introducing them to various waste 
reduction programs in their community. She educated over 50 community members. 

Johanna J. 

Johanna is a fifth grader at Roosevelt Elementary in Santa Monica, 
California. She loves living by the ocean and thinks it’s her and 
everyone’s responsibility to keep it clean and healthy. Johanna wants 
to protect our oceans and the wildlife found there so everyone can 
safely enjoy it. Johanna is a member of her school’s student Council 
and enjoys being a leader on campus and making a difference.  

Grades of Green Project-Johanna attended training sessions to 
become a Heal the Bay Beach Captain, and  is now able to help organize Heal the 
Bay’s monthly beach clean-up events. She participated in two beach clean- ups, and 
encouraged her school community to participate in the Santa Monica Pier beach 
clean-up, which took place during Earth Week 2015 and diverted 322 pounds of trash 
from the ocean.  Johanna also researched pollution in storm drains, and created an 
educational poster to share with beach clean-up volunteers.  

Joshua C. 

Joshua is a fifth grader at Meadows Elementary in Manhattan Beach, 
California. Joshua thinks it’s important to take on environmental 
challenges as a community. Two years ago, Joshua became a Green 
Representative at his school, and he really enjoys working in a team 
setting with his friends to help his school be more eco-friendly. Joshua 
wants to get everybody involved so that we can clean up the planet 
and show how much we care. 

Grades of Green Project-Joshua implemented a school wide water reduction 
campaign to inspire and empower his school community to make simple changes to 
save water. He developed a presentation and delivered it to each classroom on his 
campus, as well as creating and posting water saving tips in the restrooms and 
hallways on campus. Joshua hosted a water conservation booth for his school’s 
science fair where he encouraged 200 of his peers to make pledges explaining how 



	  

14 
	  

they will save water. For all of his environmental leadership, Joshua was awarded the 
“South Bay Environmental Hero” award at the City of Manhattan Beach Earth Day 
event in 2015.  

Kail i B. 

Kaili is a fourth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
Kaili is a big believer in the 4Rs - reduce, reuse, recycle, and rot 
(compost). She thinks these R’s are a simple way to remember how to 
take care of the planet and be the best green leaders ever! Kaili wants 
everyone in her community to learn about the 4Rs and use them in 
their daily lives. Kaili loves to be outdoors and enjoys dirt bike riding, 
bike riding, and playing sports. 

Grades of Green Project-Kaili became a member of her school’s 
Green Team, and focused on helping her school succeed in the Trash Free Lunch 
Challenge. She did this by regularly monitoring the lunchtime sorting stations to help 
her peers recycle and compost properly, and helping to maintain her school’s 
composter.  

Kiera P.  

Kiera is a third grader at Franklin Elementary School in Santa Monica, 
California. Kiera cares about future generations of kids like her and 
wants to make sure we conserve our limited resources so that they too 
can have access to them. Kiera knows that Los Angeles has a lot of 
people and has to be smart about using its resources. Kiera is a Girl 
Scout and enjoys art, learning Chinese, and playing on trampolines.  

Grades of Green Project-Kiera organized and implemented a 
school- wide Water Reduction Challenge at Franklin Elementary 

School in Santa Monica. She gave a presentation to 500 students in her school 
community, inviting them to participate in the Challenge, and rewarded students who 
completed the Challenge with a “Franklin Saves H20” pencil. Kiera estimates that 
over 50,000 gallons of water were saved by the 200 students who completed the 
Water Reduction Challenge. 

Kiley W.  

Kiley is a fourth grader at Hermosa Valley School in Hermosa, 
California. This is Kiley’s second year as a Youth Corps student. Kiley 
wants to spread the powerful message that everyone, both adults and 
kids, can help clean up the planet by reducing their waste so that 
landfills don’t have to close so quickly. She thinks it’s important to 
follow and teach about the 3Rs in order to keep the earth from being 
overwhelmed by garbage. Kiley enjoys swimming, playing volleyball, 
art, music, and science. 
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Grades of Green Project- Kiley is passionate about waste reduction, and 
researched exactly what could and could not be recycled at her school. Armed with 
this knowledge, Kiley created a presentation focused on how to reduce, reuse and 
recycle waste properly. She was able to give her presentation to the three 4th grade 
classrooms at her school, resulting in over 90 students becoming more aware of how 
to reduce waste. 

Kirsten C. 

Kirsten is a fourth grader at Lou Dantzler Prep Elementary School in 
Los Angeles, California. This is Kirsten’s second year on the Youth 
Corps. Last year, Kirsten established a student Earth Club at her school 
and taught the 3R Green Cleaning Supplies lesson. Kirsten thinks 
it’s important to spread awareness about the importance of protecting 
our planet because the more people who care, the bigger impact we 
can make. She leads her school’s Earth Club and helps plan weekly 
activities to green her school. 

Grades of Green Project- Kirsten led the student Earth Club at her school, which 
includes over 30 students. The Earth Club met weekly to discuss different 
environmental themes, such as the 3R’s, waste reduction, and composting. To 
celebrate Earth Day, Kirsten and her Earth Club hosted an Earth Day Fair where 
1,000 students from Lou Dantzler Elementary and Budlong Elementary could make 
crafts from recycled materials, donate gently used clothes, and play outdoor games.  

Lauren S. 

Lauren is an eighth grader at Manhattan Beach Middle School in 
Manhattan Beach, California who acted as the middle school Chair on 
the Youth Corps this year. Lauren is a returning Youth Corps student 
who previously created an eco-themed educational video and started 
a native garden at her school. The native garden educated her school 
about the importance of water conservation, growing organic food, 
saving energy, and saving money. Lauren thinks it is important to 
empower people to take care of the environment.  Due in part to 

gaining leadership skills through the Youth Corps, Lauren has been asked to give her 
middle school’s commencement speech.  

Grades of Green Project-Lauren recognizes that California is in a drought and 
focused on ways to encourage water conservation. She interviewed key leaders in 
water conservation and presented her findings to the City of Manhattan Beach. 

Liam C. 
Liam is a seventh grader at Manhattan Beach Middle School in 
Manhattan Beach, California. This is his first year on the Youth Corps. 
Liam is very active in his community and can be found volunteering for 
a charity that supports Leukemia research efforts and March of the 
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Dimes. Additionally, he serves as an altar server at his church. In his free time, Liam 
enjoys playing basketball, rollerblading, and playing on the computer. Liam joined the 
Youth Corps to help save our environment for future generations.  
 
Grades of Green Project-Liam researched the benefits of solar power and worked 
in his housing community this year to encourage residents to install solar panels on 
the roofs of all the new housing structures.  
 
Lil ly S. 

Lilly is a seventh grader at Parras Middle School in Redondo Beach, 
California. Lilly is a returning Youth Corps student who created an 
educational video for the Trash Free Lunch Challenge last year. Lilly 
believes that being a part of the Youth Corps has helped her 
understand that our voices are very important in helping save the 
environment. Lilly is also a Girl Scout, member of the Beach Cities 
swimming team, and in Junior Lifeguards. Lilly leads by example by 
walking to school almost every day and packing a trash free lunch 

every single day. For Lilly, protecting to environment is important because it is home 
and she doesn’t want to see our irresponsibility ruin it.  

Grades of Green Project-Lilly created an artistic video on ocean pollution to raise 
awareness on how most litter ends up in the ocean. 

Lily M. 

Lily is a sixth grader at Chaparral Elementary School in Claremont, 
California. This is Lily’s second year on the Youth Corps. Last year, Lily 
created a student Green Team at her school where members managed 
the Trash Free Lunch Program. Lily loves playing outside and is 
involved in sports. She knows how important it is to keep herself and 
the planet healthy! Lily is the Chair for the elementary school Youth 
Corps group.  

Grades of Green Project-Lily hosted a used shoe drive at her school during Earth 
Week 2015. Students and school community members were invited to bring their 
used shoes to donate to the nonprofit organization Soles 4 Souls. At the conclusion 
of the week, Lily collected over 70 pairs of shoes that were donated to those in need.  
 
Macallan L. 

Macallan is a ninth grader from Mira Costa High School in Manhattan 
Beach, California. This is Macallan’s first year on the Youth Corps. 
Macallan is an avid lacrosse player, and even launched his own side 
business stringing broken lacrosse sticks together. Macallan also loves 
surfing and the ocean. He has been involved with non-profits such as 
Better Life Coffee, which drills wells for water in Africa, and Lennox 
Food Bank. Macallan sees so many problems in the world such as 
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pollution and water shortages, and he wants to help provide solutions.  

Grades of Green Project-Macallan successfully installed a Hydration Station at his 
high school this year and reduced the amount of single use plastic water bottles that 
are disposed of every day. He also taught the student body about the importance of 
keeping plastics out of our ocean.   

Maddie B. 

Maddie is an eighth grader at St. Margaret’s Episcopal School in San 
Juan Capistrano, California. Maddie is a returning Youth Corps 
student who has implemented composting programs at her middle 
school and elementary school in the past. Maddie believes Grades of 
Green is the best place for people who have a passion for the 
environment. Maddie is also involved with the Do Something Club at 
her school, the Nature Conservatory, END IT Movement, her local 
church, OCSPCA, NCL, and the Second Harvest Food Bank. Maddie 

believes the earth has no voice, and is not really getting the thank you it deserves. 
She wants to be that voice for the earth.  

Grades of Green Project-Maddie worked with a Grades of Green school in Kenya 
to help them raise money to plant trees. They have also become pen pals and are 
discussing environmental issues that affect both communities.  

Malik K. 

Malik is an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
California. This is his first year on the Youth Corps. Malik volunteers at 
the Science Shack, where he educates visitors about life in the Colorado 
Lagoon. Additionally, Malik is a part of Jazz Angels where he plays bass 
clarinet and e-flat baritone saxophone. Protecting the environment is 
important to Malik because we have limited resources available to use 
and we need to preserve them as much as we can.  

Grades of Green Project-Malik conducted a research project on Monarch 
butterflies. Malik’s school has a butterfly garden, but students are always mistreating 
the caterpillars. Malik created an education program around the Monarchs and 
developed a larva monitoring system to encourage better treatment of 
the caterpillars. Malik did walking assemblies to all the classrooms and also had a 
special guest speaker come one day after school to educate those interested further. 
 
Mary-Kate S. 

Mary-Kate is a ninth grader at McBride High School in Long Beach, 
California. This is her second year on the Youth Corps. Last year 
Mary-Kate formed an eco-mob to encourage the local coffee shop 
visitors to bring reusable mugs. She had such an impact last year 
that she inspired her little sister, Grace, to join the Youth Corps this 
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year! Mary-Kate is always thinking of the future and her main reason for being on the 
Youth Corps is to preserve the earth for her grandchildren. Mary-Kate loves singing, 
watching YouTube videos, and being a Girl Scout. 

Grades of Green Project-Mary-Kate participated in a beach clean-up in her 
hometown of Long Beach, California. She invited her school community members to 
participate and learn about the harmful effects of litter on the environment. 
 
Max R. 

Max is a sixth grader at Hermosa Valley School in Hermosa Beach, 
California and acted as the middle school Chair on the Youth Corps 
this year. Max is a returning Youth Corps student who created a 
website to raise awareness about a potential oil drilling project in his 
hometown last year.  Max has spoken in front of his city council, 
where he was instrumental in getting a ban of Styrofoam passed, and 
really enjoys public speaking.  He is a true leader who wants to lead 
others to do the right thing.  

Grades of Green Project- Max worked with fellow Youth Corps student, Isabella, 
to raise money to plant 100 trees in their community. They reached their fundraising 
goal and with the help of their 180 6th grade classmates, have planted 28 of the 100 
trees thus far. They also created and gave a presentation about native trees and 
presented it to those students.  

Moon S. 

Moon is a fourth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, 
California. She thinks taking care of the environment is a job for 
adults and kids. It’s a big job and everyone needs to help out if we 
want to make the biggest impact possible! Moon loves being a green 
leader and can’t wait to help her school and community become 
more involved in taking care of the planet. 

Grades of Green Project-Moon worked with other Youth Corps 
students at her school to start a native school garden. She and her 

team researched plants that would be best in the school garden, and planted over 10 
different plants. Moon maintains the garden weekly and is looking forward to 
expanding it next school year. 
 
Natalie H. 
 

Natalie is a twelfth grader at Mira Costa High School in Manhattan 
Beach, California. This is Natalie’s second year on the Youth Corps. 
She has a passion for the environment, the outdoors, and 
photography. Natalie loves cross-country, taking photos, and 
traveling. She is passionate about getting involved to create a better 
community. Natalie got involved with Grades of Green to be a part of 
something she is passionate about and that is for a good cause.  
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Grades of Green Project- Along with fellow Youth Corps student Riley, Natalie 
continued to raise environmental awareness at their high school about the 
importance of reducing waste. They were helpful in getting recycling bins set up all 
around the new high school quad. They participated in a school-wide lunch waste 
sorting rally and even spread the word by creating and sharing a story on their 
school’s morning news station. 
 
Nathan K. 

Nathan is a fifth grader at Da Vinci Academy in Hawthorne, California. 
Nathan thinks it’s important to protect not only the land, but also our 
oceans, where you can find over half of the earth’s biodiversity. He 
thinks it’s important to keep the planet healthy for both humans and 
animals by not polluting. Nathan is a Weebelo Cub Scout and greatly 
enjoys exploring nature and learning about different plant and 
animal species.  

Grades of Green Project-Nathan attended training sessions to become a Heal the 
Bay Beach Captain, and  is now able to help organize Heal the Bay’s monthly beach 
clean-up events. He participated in two beach clean-ups, and encouraged his local 
community to participate in the Santa Monica Pier beach clean-up, which took place 
during Earth Week 2015 and diverted 322 pounds of trash from the ocean. 

Noah S. 

Noah is a fifth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
Noah wants to protect our planet and keep it healthy by reducing waste 
and responsibility sorting trash. He thinks it’s important to be a green 
leader because his actions can inspire other kids to go green too. Noah 
likes to play chess, build things with Legos, run, hang out with friends, 
and play video games.  

Grades of Green Project-Noah created a Minecraft video to teach viewers how to 
sort waste into recycle, compost and trash correctly. Using fun graphics that appeal 
to students his age, Noah was able to make a video game style tutorial that will 
educate many people about how to reduce waste!  
 
Olivia D. 

Olivia is a ninth grader at Chadwick School in Palos Verdes, California. 
Olivia is passionate about environmental protection and believes her 
generation needs to take immediate action in stopping the degradation 
of Earth and the Youth Corps is an excellent example of students in 
action. Her dream is for all schools in the nation to implement a 
composting and recycling program. Olivia is involved with many 
organizations including National Charity League, the HOSA club, and the 



	  

20 
	  

theater program at her school.  

Grades of Green Project- Olivia, along with fellow Youth Corps student, Allie, 
taught 60 students at a local low-income community center about recycling and 
reusing. They gave three separate lessons on recycling and composting and inspired 
the students to care for the environment. They also started a composting program at 
the community center which has diverted over 1,000 pounds of trash from entering 
into a landfill.  The students continue to compost daily.  

Penn C. 

Penn is a third grader at Grand View Elementary in Manhattan Beach, 
California. Penn thinks it’s so important to protect all of the biodiversity 
on the planet so that future generations can enjoy the beautiful plants 
and animals that exist today. He wants everyone to know just how cool 
it is to keep all of the earth safe and healthy. Penn enjoys drawing, 
reading, and climbing trees. 

Grades of Green Project-Penn partnered with fellow Youth Corps 
student Will to do a campus-wide litter clean-up during Earth Week 2015. Penn and 
Will gave each classroom a bucket to collect as much litter as possible. At the 
conclusion of the clean-up, the pair collected all of the litter and created litter 
monster costumes. Penn and Will wore their litter monster costumes on the Friday of 
Earth Week, and hosted a booth after school to educate students on how litter 
impacts the environment.   

Rebecca B. 

Rebecca is an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
California. This is her first year on the Youth Corps. Rebecca loves to 
craft, especially by re-using things that would be traditionally thought 
of as trash, like making earrings out of newspaper. Rebecca is also 
highly involved in her community, helping with plant sales, clothing 
drives, and book drives. Rebecca is a part of the Youth Corps because 
she wants to improve her school and most importantly the planet.  

Grades of Green Project-Rebecca implemented a program at her school to 
encourage students to walk, bike, scooter, and skate to school, via Grades of 
Green’s Walk to School activity. She built and hung a skateboard rack and also 
organized a Bike to School Day event on National Bike to School Day. In total 59 
riders participated and 16.5 pounds of carbon was offset. 

Richie W. 

Richie is a third grader at Washington Elementary in Redondo Beach, 
California. Richie wants to reduce waste and help his classmates find 
ways to be more trash free. He believes that by reducing waste, he 
can help protect the earth from pollution and stop filling garbage 
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dumps so quickly. In his free time, Richie enjoys cross-fit for kids, gymnastics, 
and swimming.  

Grades of Green Project- Richie plans to introduce Hydration Stations to his 
school so students can refill reusable water bottles instead of using disposable 
plastic water bottles. To do this, Richie organized a school-wide fundraiser by selling 
reusable shopping bags called Bagitos, which are made from 100% 
recycled material. During Earth Week 2015, Richie gave a presentation to all of the 
students in his school encouraging them to sell Bagitos to raise funds for the 
Hydration Station. He also set up a booth and sold Bagitos at his school’s Earth Day 
fair. Thus far, the school has sold over 1,100 Bagitos, raising $6,200 and is well on 
their way to being able to purchase a Hydration Station. 
 
Riley M. 

Riley is a twelfth grader at Mira Costa High School in 
Manhattan Beach. She has been on the Youth Corps for three 
years. Riley believes that, although the impact each individual 
leaves on our planet may be small, working together to help 
the environment as a whole leaves a huge footprint. This 
footprint not only affects us and the people around us, but also 

determines the future of where we live. Riley knows that being green and improving 
the environment changes a person’s lifestyle for the better by encouraging healthy 
habits. Riley loves to surf, play guitar and ukulele, paint, travel, and run cross-country 
for her school. 

Grades of Green Project- This year, Riley, along with fellow Youth Corps student 
Natalie, continued to raise environmental awareness at their high school about the 
importance of reducing waste. They helped get recycling bins set up all around the 
new high school quad. They participated in a school-wide lunch waste sorting rally 
and even spread the word by creating and sharing a story on their school’s morning 
news station. 
 
Rylee G. 

Rylee is a fourth grader at Madison Elementary School in Redondo 
Beach, California. This is Rylee’s third year participating on the Youth 
Corps. She thinks that going green doesn’t have to be hard and, in fact, 
it can be fun! Rylee is interested in spreading a positive message about 
protecting the planet so that more students will want to be eco-
friendly. For fun, Rylee enjoys singing, dancing, playing group sports, 
creating lanyards, and scrapbooking.  

Grades of Green Project-Rylee is leading the Grades of Green Club at her school 
and mobilized the club to host an Earth Day festival in spring 2015 attended by 60 
families. The festival included tons of hands-on activities, such as recycled crafts, 
making s’mores from pizza boxes, racing solar powered toy cars, and more. Rylee 
connected with 5 other organizations she admires, including the Roundhouse 
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Aquarium and the UCLA Astronomy Department, and was able to include them at 
the Earth Day Festival. Rylee also collected a bin full of batteries, 22 pairs of shoes 
and four bags of recyclables. 

Sam H. 
Sam is a tenth grader at Norte Dame High School in Sherman Oaks, 
California. This is Sam’s fourth year on the Youth Corps. Sam was 
one of the original 12 students that joined the Youth Corps in 2010. 
Sam wants to leave the earth better than it is for his future 
generation. Sam plays varsity basketball and is also on student 
council. Sam has been been involved with the St. Sebastian Sports 
project, which helps collect used sports equipment and takes it to 

Catholic schools that do not have money for sports. For all four of his years on the 
Youth Corps, Sam has collected used shoes, which he donates to Soles 4 Souls, 
which he gives shoes to people in need. Cumulatively, he has diverted over 8,000 
shoes in three years and donated them to people in need.  

Grades of Green Project-This year, Sam held a shoe drive at his local church and 
collected over 3,000 shoes for Soles 4 Souls. Sam plans on being on the Youth Corps 
throughout high school and to reach his goal of collecting 25,000 pairs of shoes for 
people in need by the time he graduates. Sam also wants to encourage others to 
have their own Soles 4 Souls shoe drive by providing them materials and ways to get 
their school and community to participate.  

Sarah M. 

Sarah is a fourth grader at Hermosa Valley School in Hermosa 
Beach, California. Sarah thinks that it’s important to protect our 
planet from toxic chemicals that can harm humans and animals, and 
believes that the best way to teach people about the importance of 
protecting the environment is through fun projects. Sarah enjoys 
Irish dancing, art projects, reading, and traveling.  

Grades of Green Project-Sarah partnered with her school to host 
an e-waste collection drive during Earth Week 2015. Sarah created a 

booth and, during morning drop off, she had a collection bin available for people to 
dispose of small electronics, like batteries, old phones, keyboards, ink cartridges and 
more. At the conclusion of the week, Sarah collected over 20 pounds of e-waste! 
 
Sarah S. 

Sarah is an eleventh grader at Bishop Montgomery High School in 
Torrance, California. This is her second year on the Youth Corps. 
Sarah loves nature and wants more people to care for it. Sarah has 
been involved with multiple organizations including Girl Scouts, 
Habitat for Humanity, Heal the Bay, and The American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life. Sarah loves to travel, visit the ocean, and take photos.  
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Grades of Green Project-This year, Sarah, along with fellow Youth Corps student 
Hanna, successfully banned Styrofoam lunch trays in their school. They created a 
slideshow with details about the negative effects of Styrofoam and presented this to 
the principal and facilities director. Their entire high school is now on board! Because 
of the efforts of Sarah and Hanna, over 5,700 pieces of Styrofoam has been 
saved from entering the landfill and the entire school is planning a large Earth Day 
celebration in 2016.    

SaraJane B. 

SaraJane is a fourth grader at Chadwick School in Palos Verdes, 
California. This is SaraJane’s second year on the Youth Corps. 
SaraJane thinks education and science can help other kids become 
interested in protecting the earth she loves so much. She believes in 
protecting and learning about the amazing animals that bring 
biodiversity to our amazing planet. SaraJane is interested in eco-
friendly fashion design and also enjoys public speaking and 
giving presentations.  

Grades of Green Project-SaraJane hosted an electricity challenge for all of the 
students in 4th grade at her school. The electricity challenge includes 10 activities that 
students and families can do at home to save energy. SaraJane gave a presentation 
to each classroom to encourage students to participate, and at the end of the week 
she was so excited that so many people completed the challenge. 
 
Sky W.  

Sky is a fourth grader from Linwood E. Howe Elementary School in 
Culver City, California. This is Sky’s second year on the Youth Corps. He 
thinks everyone needs to work to reduce his or her waste, and that it 
isn’t hard to do! He wants to show his classmates how easy and fun it 
can be to keep our planet clean. Sky is the Secretary for the 
elementary school Youth Corps group.  

Grades of Green Project-Sky noticed that each week, students at 
his school were sent home with giant packets of paperwork to share with their 
families. He was concerned about the amount of paper being used, so he spoke to his 
school district technology manager about creating an online school newsletter 
webpage. The website launched and Sky has estimated that 3 trees have been saved 
and over 20,000 pages of paper have already been eliminated! 

Solaris A. 

Solaris is a fifth grader at St. Mark School in Venice Beach, California. 
Solaris loves our planet and wants to think creatively about how we 
can protect it. She recognizes how important the 4Rs are when trying 
to be green. Whether it’s reducing, reusing, recycling, or rotting 
(composting) - she believes every little bit makes a difference. Solaris 
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loves learning and going to school, as well as playing group sports such as volleyball 
and basketball.  

Grades of Green Project-Solaris saw a documentary about water and how it is a 
scarce natural resource, and was inspired to create a solar powered water filtration 
system. She used a plastic soda bottle and created a system where solar power could 
filter water to make it safe to drink. Solaris plans to showcase her project at her 
school to inspire students to learn about water as a resource and the benefits of solar 
energy. 
 
Sophia F. 

Sophia is a seventh grader at Parras Middle School in Redondo Beach, 
California. Sophia is a returning Youth Corps student who helped her 
school win the Trash Free Lunch Challenge last year. Sophia believes 
that knowledge is power and that we need to teach students different 
ways that they can make a difference. In her free time, Sophia enjoys 
playing tennis and flute, cooking, reading, traveling, and playing with 
her pets.  

Grades of Green Project-Sophia created a lending library where students are 
required to leave a book when they take one. This is a great way for the community 
to share books and reduce waste. 
 
Sydney D. 

Sydney is a seventh grader at Adams Middle School in 
Redondo Beach, California and acted as the middle school 
Historian on the Youth Corps this year. She is a returning 
Youth Corps student who helped her school implement 
a Trash Free Lunch Program. Sydney has been in Girl 
Scouts for eight years and enjoys dancing, drawing, taking 
pictures, and playing Minecraft. Sydney believes protecting 

the environment is important because we only have one earth and we should protect 
it as much as we can.  

Grades of Green Project-Sydney created a recycling battery program at her 
school. She then spread the program to several local businesses as well and plans on 
spreading it to as many schools in her district as possible. She collected over 1000 
batteries that would otherwise have gone to a landfill.  

Sydney H. 
 

Sydney is an eighth grader at Manhattan Beach Middle School in 
Manhattan Beach, California. Sydney is a returning Youth Corps 
student. For the past two years, Sydney has hosted an e-waste drive 
with the money earned going back to her school’s green activities, 
such as the school garden. Sydney plays volleyball competitively and 
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also volunteers at Love Joy. Sydney wants to show other kids that small actions can 
make a big difference. 
 

Grades of Green Project-Sydney hosted her third annual e-waste drive for Earth 
Day on April 25th, 2015 where she diverted over 9,000 pounds of e-waste from 
going to the landfill. 

Sydney S. 

Sydney is a fourth grader at Franklin Elementary in Santa Monica, 
California. Sydney thinks it’s really important to keep litter off the 
ground and out of the ocean so that our environment stays healthy. 
She wants to keep the air, land, and oceans pollution free so that we 
can all enjoy our beautiful planet. In her free time, Sydney enjoys 
participating in beach clean-ups, playing viola, and practicing tennis.  

Grades of Green Project-Sydney attended training sessions to 
become a Heal the Bay Beach Captain, and is now able to help 

organize Heal the Bay’s monthly beach clean-up events. She participated in two 
beach clean-ups, and encouraged her school community to participate in the Santa 
Monica Pier beach clean-up, which took place during Earth Week 2015, which 
diverted 322 pounds of trash from the ocean. 

Susan M. 

Susan is an eighth grader at Hughes Middle School in Long Beach, 
California. This is her first year on the Youth Corps. Susan is very 
active in her community as she has been a Girl Scout for the past six 
years, participated in American Legion, and has volunteered at Best 
Friend Animal Shelter. Susan loves to swim, spend time with animals, 
and most importantly be with her friends. The way Susan sees it, this 
is the only planet currently habitable for humans so she has to live on 
this planet for the rest of her life. Not only that, but her future children 

and grandchildren have to live on this earth.  

Grades of Green Project-Susan filmed and edited helpful Green Tips that will be 
put on her school’s YouTube channel, The Green Owl. These tips were also played at 
her school to raise awareness about how people can live an eco-friendly lifestyle. 

Vanessa S. 

Vanessa is an eleventh grader at Hawthorne High School. Vanessa is 
inspired to spread environmental awareness in her community. 
Living near LAX, she feels many residents know the environment is 
unhealthy because of air pollution and ocean pollution, but do not 
know what they can do to help. She wants to be a part of the 
solution to implement lasting change in her school and community 
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by spreading environmental awareness. Vanessa is very musically inclined - she has 
played the drums since fourth grade and plays the clarinet in her school band. She 
loves to read in order to analyze deeper meanings and utilize her imagination. 
Vanessa is very interested in the environment and wants to help improve and 
protect it.  

Grades of Green Project- 	  Vanessa created an Environmental Justice Club at her 
high school. She continues to work with her club to make changes that limit our harm 
to the environment and to help her school become more eco-friendly. Vanessa plans 
to implement many more Grades of Green Activities with her club in the year to 
come. 
 
Will M. 

Will is a fourth grader at Grand View Elementary in Manhattan Beach, 
California. Will wants to keep his own backyard clean by protecting 
the oceans and beaches from pollution. He thinks it’s important to 
keep the earth healthy so that all of its inhabitants can live in a healthy 
ecosystem. For fun, Will enjoys learning about space, playing lacrosse, 
surfing, and wake boarding.  

Grades of Green Project-Will partnered with fellow Youth Corps 
student Penn to host a campus-wide litter clean-up during Earth Week 

2015. Penn and Will gave each classroom a bucket to collect as much litter as 
possible. At the conclusion of the clean-up, the pair collected all of the litter and 
created litter monster costumes. Penn and Will wore their litter monster costumes on 
the Friday of Earth Week, and hosted a booth after school to educate students on 
how litter impacts the environment 
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Outreach Summary 
 

Below is a list of Grades of Green outreach events that Youth Corps students had the 
opportunity to participate in during the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Coastal Clean-Up Day 

Date: September 20th, 2014 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students 
participated in Coastal Clean-Up Day and spent two 
hours cleaning up the litter scattered around Dockweiler 
State Beach.  
 
Youth Corps participants: Aidan H., Annemarie D., 
Penn C.  

 
South Bay Environmental Services Center Zero Waste Workshops 

Dates: September 29th, 2014 and January 26th, 2015 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students 
gave a presentation to an audience of South Bay 
residents educating them on the benefits of reducing, 
reusing, and recycling, while simultaneously 
introducing them to various waste reduction programs 
in their community. Collectively, 50 community 
members attended. 
 
Youth Corps speakers: Jane F., Lauren S. 
 

 
Manhattan Beach Pumpkin Races 

Date: October 26th, 2014 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps members 
decorated three pumpkins in green attire to enter in 
the races. Grades of Green co-managed a booth 
with the downtown Manhattan Beach Business 
Association with information about how to use 
Grades of Green’s program to protect the 
environment and offered a veggie stamp art 
activity. 
 

Youth Corps participants:  Annemarie D., Joshua C., Lauren S., Nathan K., Penn 
C., Rylee G., Will M.  
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TEDx Manhattan Beach 

Date: November 15th, 2014 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students 
gave a presentation to TEDx guests about the 
importance of waste reduction, and instructed them 
on how to sort their lunchtime waste at the event. 
The students monitored lunchtime sorting stations to 
assist guests in recycling and composting properly. 
 
Youth Corps participants: Danett M., Joshua C., 

Lauren S., Max R., Nathan K. 
 
Heal the Bay Beach Captain Training 

Date: February 21st, 2015 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students 
attended the Heal the Bay Beach Captain Training 
session in order to learn how to manage beach clean 
ups in the future. 
 
Youth Corps participants: Johanna J., Nathan K., 
Sydney S. 
 

City of Lakewood Earth Walk Event 
Date: March 14th, 2015 
 

Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps 
hosted a booth where guests could make bird 
seed ornaments with recycled materials in 
support of Isaiah W.’s Grades of Green Project, 
which is to promote bird watching and eco-
stewardship. 
 

Youth Corps participants: Gerard L., Isaiah W., Nathan K., Rebecca B. 
 
Hawthorne Earth Day Festival 

 
Date: April 11, 2015 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students hosted a 
booth where guests could learn about how to protect the 
environment through Grades of Green Activities and play 
interactive eco-games.  Games included Trashy Trivia quiz 
cards and “how long until it’s gone,” which illustrates how 
long it takes for items to decompose in a landfill. 
 
Youth Corps participants: Daniel V., Vanessa S. 
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Earth Week Beach Clean-Up 

Date: April 18th, 2015 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps 
students attended Heal the Bay’s “Nothin but 
Sand” beach clean-up at the Santa Monica Pier. 
The Youth Corps students assisted in 
registering people for the clean-up, passing out 
supplies to volunteers, and giving safety talks to 
volunteers.  
 

Youth Corps participants: Johanna J., Nathan K., Sydney S. 
 
Manhattan Beach Earth Day  

 
Date: April 25th, 2015 
 
Summary: Grades of Green Youth Corps students, 
staff and volunteers managed a Grades of Green 
booth where attendees could learn about how to 
protect the environment through Grades of Green 
Activities and play interactive games focused on 
environmental conservation. Youth Corps students 
also spoke about their Grades of Green Projects at 
the education stage. 

 
Youth Corps participants: Alex F., Allie K., Annemarie D., Bella R., Joshua C., 
Richie W., Rylee G. 
 
Verte 2015 

Date: May 29th, 2015 
 
Summary: Each year, Grades of Green hosts a green 
evening to raise awareness and funds and to 
celebrate all those who help make environmental 
protection second nature in young minds. Guests 
were greeted at the event by Youth Corps students 
and Youth Corps students gave a presentation during 
the dinner program to showcase their Grades of 

Green Projects and inspire guests to get more involved with Grades of Green.  
 
Youth Corps participants: Max R, Sydney D, Vanessa S, Sky W, Annemarie D, 
Gerard L, Macallan L, Allie K, Alex F, Isabella B, SaraJane B.   

 
	  


